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Update on the  
Latest Capital Projects
The Hicksville Water District is constantly looking for ways to increase the efficiency 
and productivity of its facilities. To that end, Commissioners Nicholas M. Brigandi, 
Karl M. Schweitzer and Warren Uss held a community forum in the summer of 2012 
to discuss the revitalization of Plant #6 and Plant #1. Since that forum, work on the 
two plants has progressed significantly, with Plant #6 currently in the final stages. 
What follows is a detailed update on these projects. 

Plant #6
Previous tests had consistently indicated 
that Hicksville water was well within 
the water quality standards established 
by the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and the State of New York.  
However, we preemptively decided to 
update the nitrate-removal treatment 
system to ensure continual high quality. 
After the completion of the nitrate-treatment work, our tests confirmed that water 
quality has surpassed both state and EPA standards. 

Plant #6 is now in the final inspection stages, which will conclude with a visit by the 
Department of Health (DOH). The DOH officials will inspect our water samples and 
take additional samples of their own, prior to approving the installation in accordance 
with the design. 

Plant #1
Planning for treatment upgrades at Plant #1 is in the intermediate stages. In April, 
the project was awarded to the various contractors who will complete the work, and 
groundbreaking is scheduled to occur 
within the next 30-60 days. Projects 
will include (1) installing a nitrate-
removal treatment system to increase 
the level of protection against 
potential contaminants, (2) upgrading 
the volatile organic compounds 
(VOC) air-stripping equipment, and 
(3) performing maintenance on the 
existing wells to bring them back to 
their original-design production. 



The Environmental Protection Agency reports 
that water consumption in the United States has 
tripled as population has doubled in the last 
50 years. To that end, the need to conserve 
water is becoming more critical each day.  
According to a study conducted by National 
Geographic, 14 percent of indoor water use is 
accounted for by water leaks. Simply repairing 
the leaky drains, faucets and toilets around the 
house will minimize your water use.  

Hicksville Water District Board of 
Commissioners Nicholas Brigandi, Karl M. 
Schweitzer and Warren Uss urge residents to 
inspect the fixtures in their homes for possible 
water loss that can increase the monthly bill.

“Leaks in the home account for an average 
of about 10,000 gallons of water lost every 
year,” said Chairman Brigandi. “It’s important 
to check fixtures regularly for potential leaks, 
which can lead to a dramatic increase in 
monthly water bills.”

A leak the size of a pinhole can waste more 
than 4,000 gallons of water per month. 
Check for leaks in toilets, dripping faucets 
and other leaking valves throughout your 
home. Additionally, installing water-efficient 
appliances can reduce water use by 35,000 
gallons per year in a single household. 

In April, Hicksville Water District began changing 
manual meters over to radio read meters for the over 
15,550 residents and businesses Districtwide. This 
transition, part of the District’s multi-year capital plan, 
is expected to be completed within the next three to 
five years — at no cost to taxpayers. 

Currently, Hicksville Water District employees 
travel house-to-house and business-to-business to 
obtain meter readings. The radio read meters use 
transmitters, allowing employees to take readings 
as they drive or walk down the streets. These new 
meters are more reliable, reduce labor costs, identify 
leaks and enable quicker and more accurate billing. 

This seamless transition will be completed at little 
or no inconvenience to home and business owners. 
Residents will be notified when crews are in their 
areas, and the District’s technicians will aim to 
minimize any disturbances. This transition is a 
necessity; if residents are not home for work  
crews to perform the meter replacement, the crews  
will leave an appointment request form. 

In addition to enhancing the accuracy and efficiency 
of service, the new radio read meters will allow the 
District to monitor the system more closely. 

Simple Steps You Can Take to 
Avoid Water Waste and Save Money

New Radio Read Meters for Homes and Businesses

These quick-fix tips will help prevent 
excess water use or water loss:
•	 Replacing the rubber flapper in your toilet when it 

is worn out is an easy way to avoid wasting water; 
flappers in need of replacement are one of the 
most common reasons for leaking toilets. 

•	 Ensure a tight connection between your garden 
hose and the spigot. Making sure the hose is fully 
off after use will also reduce water waste.

•	 Tighten connections on showerheads if leaks 
appear after the shower is off.











As the summer heat approaches, the Hicksville Water District commissioners remind residents to conserve water 
while using sprinkler systems. Using too much water will increase your water bill, deplete the water supply and 
flood your lawn.  

What is the best way to maintain a lush,  
green lawn and keep your flowers nourished?

Backflow Testing and Rain Sensors Help Ensure a 
Plentiful and Clean Water Supply All Summer Long

Brownie Troop #3362 of the Girl Scouts of Nassau County visited Hicksville Water District in April to take 
an hour-long tour of the plant’s facilities. Commissioner Warren Uss and Superintendent Anthony Iannone 
explained how groundwater is extracted from the earth and dispersed to our homes. The seven- and eight-
year old girls enjoyed their time at the District, as they learned about the filtration process using maps and 
graphics. To end the afternoon, the girls took home coloring books and reusable water bottles as a reminder 
to use our most precious resource wisely.

Hicksville Water District Chairman Nicholas Brigandi 
suggests installing rain sensors on the sprinkler system 
to ensure that the automatic sprinklers will not turn on 
while it’s raining. The sensors help determine when 
enough rainfall has occurred for the sprinkler to skip its 
next irrigation cycle. Rainwater sensors are relatively 
inexpensive and can save homeowners money overall. 

Keeping your lawn healthy requires one to two inches 
of water weekly; this amount of water accounts for 
rainfall. Chairman Nicholas Brigandi reminds residents 
to pay attention to the weather, pointing out that  
there is no necessity to water a lawn if there is rain  
in the forecast.  

Additionally, the Board of Commissioners reminds 
residents that spring is a great time to have annual 
backflow testing done. Backflow is a hazardous 
situation that can threaten the safety of the public  
water supply. When pollutants are near the sprinkler 

head, the drinking water supply is susceptible to 
contamination. This problem can be avoided by 
using backflow prevention devices that stop potential 
contaminants from entering the public water system.

“New York State requires 
that residents have their 
backflow systems 
tested annually,” said 
Chairman Brigandi. 
“As we prepare and 
fertilize our lawns 
and gardens for 
the summer, it is 
crucial that we 
work together to 
preserve our clean 
water supply.”

Girl Scout Troop Visits HWD to Learn How 
Water Travels From Ground to Faucet
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In recent years, Americans have become increasingly aware of their environmental footprint. Consumers 
are adopting the practice of carrying reusable shopping bags, paperless banking is becoming standard, 
and electric and hybrid cars are surging in popularity. To help lessen the negative impact on our 
environment, the Hicksville Water District commissioners have mandated an odd/even watering schedule 
for all Hicksville residents.

The program is simple. If your home address ends in an odd number, you may water on odd days; if your 
address ends in an even number, you may water on even days. For example: the Hicksville Public Library 
is located at 169 Jerusalem Ave. The watering days for the library during the first week of July will be 
the 1st, 3rd and 5th, The Hicksville High School address is 180 Division Avenue. The watering days for the 
high school for that same week are the 2nd, 4th and 6th. Also keep in mind that, per a Nassau County 
ordinance, watering is not permitted between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. However, altering your 
schedule to include an evening watering regimen will ensure that your lawn remains healthy and your 
sprinklers work at maximum efficiency. 

Although the water supply in Hicksville remains strong, an odd/even watering schedule is an important 
facet of a sustainable water conservation program. We appreciate your cooperation in helping the Water 
District do its part in environmental stewardship. 

Odd/Even Watering Schedule 
in Effect for Summer 2013


